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L—Forerew Powitics.. ~. 7 


ndt ot the 28rd March says that England’s advice to the 
1 ot Khedive to send an expedition against the 

The Soudan expedition. Dervishes of the 3 a N moss with 

: ting the Egyptian Exchequer. the proposed expedition 1s 
pron — will get a — pretext for prolonging her occupation of the 


country. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) Police. 


ondent of the Charu Mihir of the 17th March draws the 
1 * 3 5 ‘he chau. attention of the 1 1 F 8 4 Tan * 
1 ecti cha- in the Mymensingh district, to the hardship W. 
yet. e esteles is caused to the ats of Malati, a village in that 
subdivision, by the collecting panchayet of the village realising the chaukidari 
cess in two instalments, and sometimes even in one. Everywhere else the cess 
is collected in four instalments. 

3. The Hablul Mateen of the 18th March complains of the high-handed 

. conduct of the collecting panchayets in the Chitta- 

Chittagong district. — gong district. They injure the village people in 

various ways, and extort money from them in excess 

of the assessed cess. The local police refuses to attend to the complaints of the 

people. The panchayet of Adhunagore, in Satkanya thana, is particularly 
notorious for his oppression. 

4. The Vikrampur of the 19th March says that not only isthe Bengal Police 

n high-handed, but it is a most inefficient body, as 

en ee is proved by the fact that theft and dacoity have 
for sometime become rampant in the province. The truth is that the depart- 
ment has become full of men who do their best to avoid work, and humbug 
their superiors. When a theft occurs, the investigating officer invariably 
reports to his superior that the matter is a most trifling one, and was greatly 
exaggerated by the complainant. The superior officer is satisfied, and the 
matter does not receive the attention which it ought to receive. 

What is the necessity of keeping such a strong police force, if it cannot 
check these crimes against property ? The police force should be reduced, and 
a relaxation should be made of the rigour of the Arms Act, in order to enable 
people to protect themselves against thieves and dacoits. A small number of 
8 officers, backed by the military, would be sufficient to prevent crimes 
‘like riots, &c. But if the Government be not disposed to accept this proposal, 


it should at least abolish the chaukidari system, and relieve the poor villagers of 
a burdensome tax. : 


5. The same paper says that for a long time a number of gundas have 


a. een committing various oppressions upon the unfor- 
Gunda oppression in Vikrampur “aie P ‘ 5 
1 tha Dae n Fur tunates who dwell in the a and in Vaishnavi- 


para in Vikrampur in the Munshiganj subdivision 


of the Dacca district. Despairing of any other remedy, the poor women, some 
time ago, represented the matter to the Sub-Inspector of the Srinagar thana, but 
that officer could not, in the absence of any clue to the culprits, do anything to put 
down the oppressions. On the 16th March last, some badmas hes having entered 
the house of a woman, and committed oppression upon her, ahue and cry was 
raised, and two of the meu were arrested by two chaukidars. The panchayets 
sent the men to the police-station, but the authorities there released them. 


The writer cannot say upon what grounds the men were released; but he has 
no doubt whatever that it has become absolutely necessary for the Subdivisional 
Officer of Munshiganj to take steps for the 


women from oppression by badmas les. Fan 


6. A correspondent of the Bangavasi of the 21st March writes, that on 
Dacoities in Birbhum. the 10th March last there was a dacoity in the 


; house of one Iswar Chandra Bhattacharyya, of 
Balun, in Rampurhat, in the Birbhum district. The dacoits severely beat the 


inmates of the house, set the house on fire, and carried awa lar 
el i ca a large amount 
of booty. Iswar Chandra is in a precarious condition. The dacoits are still at 
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re Four or five days after this occurrence there was a dacoity in Karhkari 
within the jurisdiction of Tarapur, in the same district. In this case, too, the 
offenders could not be arrested. 


7. The Daini Bharat Mitra of the 24th March says that one Khedu Lal 

of Calcutta, . 4 perfumery, pes | to Ghazi- 

A charge against the Ghazi pur to purchase perfumery. e to stop at 
ae in the ‘North-Western Ero. Rn 9 4 a certain night, his box tn 
taining perfumery worth Rs, 900 was stolen. 
Khedu went to the local thana to inform the police of the theft. But the 
kotwal compelled Khedu Lal to declare that the value of the contents of his 


box was not more than Rs. 36, and then ordered the report writer to take down 
his deposition. | 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Hitavadi of the 20th March hopes that the enquiry which the 
Commissioner of the Dacca Division is going to 


make into the charges brought against the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Madaripur will be every way satisfactory. The writer has 


received a letter from the office of the Commissioner requesting him to inform 


the public that any one desiring to give evidence should appear before that 
officer. 


9. The same paper says that a difficulty has arisen in the way of the appoint- 

ment of the three Subordinate Judges selected by 
Government to the proposed Assistant, District and 
Sessions Judgeships, The Chief Justice of the 


The Madaripur enquiry. 


The proposed Assistant District 
and Sessions Judgeships. 


Calcutta High Court is opposed to the appointment of Subordinate Judges as 


Sessions Judges, because he is of opinion that those officers are ill-fitted to 
discharge the duties of Sessions Judges. What ground the Chief Justice ma 
have for entertaining this opinion is not known to the writer. But there is 
Babu Brajendrakumar Seal, who was made a Sessions Judge from a Subordinate 
Judge, and who is discharging most ably his duties in the former capacity. And 
there is no reason to think that other Subordinate Judges would fail to do what 
one of them has already done. At any rate, the Subordinate Judges should be 
given atrial. No officer, at the time of his first appointment, brings with him 
any experience of the duties of his office, and if raw and young Civilians are 
found to discharge the duties of a Sessions Judge satisfactorily, there is no 
reason to fear that able and experienced judicial officers like Subordinate 
Judges will prove failures in that capacity. It is a matter of regret that a high- 
minded officer like Sir Comer Petheram should raise such an objection as the 
above, and it is hoped that Sir Alexander Mackenzie will attach no weight to so 
worthless an objection. : 

The High Court also contends that, if three Subordinate Judges are to be 
appointed to discharge the duties of Assistant, District and Sessions Judges, 
* new Subordinate Judges should be appointed to take the place of those 
who will be so drafted, for, observes that Court, the number of Subordinate 
Judges is barely sufficient for the work which they have to do between them at 
present. The High Court, therefore, recommends that Government should 
create three Assistant, District and Sessions Judgeships, without making any 
reduction in the existing number of Subordinate Judgeships. Government, how- 
ever, is unwilling to accept that recommendation, as it will involve an additional 


cost of at least Rs. 2,500 per month. But Government should not grudge 
this trifling additional expenditure if the interests of the public, as well as 
justice to the Subordinate Judges require it, especially, when there is, on its 
own admission, in reply to the interpellation of Babu Guruprasad Sen, a surplus 
in the Judicial Department. 


10. The same paper says:— 


| 3 : In spite of the boast of equality, impartiality and 
„ Monhoad's interference in absence of official interference’ or pressure in the 
d 1 administration of justice, one sometimes hears of 
Magistrates writing to the judicial officers under them to dispose of particular 
cases in the way the 7 


wish. Here are two letters, the first rting to be a 
letter from Mr. Morshead, Deputy Commissioner of Purulia, to his subordinate, 


Tra Ot 


Cwy 5 
Mr. Maseyk, and the second purporting to be a reply by the latter to that 


letter n 
18th November 18956. 
Dear MR. MAsETE, i rea 
i . Bidwell 
transferring the case to your file from Jadu Babu’s, as Mr. Bidwe. 
4 8 think that he will not get a fair trial before a Babu. This does cpt of 
course mean that his ‘case is not true, but I would ask you to = per u 85 | 
care with it, On the one hand, the old man 1s unscrupulous, he ove De 
resorts to violence rather than deceit when he thinks himself injured. At the 


is uneducated and ignorant, and, like all ignorant people, mixes up 
— 225 — what he — 44 On the other hand, all the people in the 
neighbourhood are against him as an unnecessary and troublesome intruder, 
and probably the Police also, as he caused a head constable to be dismissed for 
taking a bribe, and they at first refused to send up the case. It is also on the 
border of civil and criminal jurisdiction, and it will be necessary to 800 that it 
falls on the criminal side. * * * * 

I have written about your first class powers. 


L. F. MorsHeap. 


My pear MR. MOoRkSHEAD, 


After careful perusal of your comments on my judgment in Mr. Bidwell’s 
case, I am sorry I cannot be induced to change my view. I am still of opinion 
that my remarks on Mr. Bidwell’s case are justifiable under the circumstances, 
and I could not think of retracting them, Apart from this, having regard to 
section 369, Criminal Procedure Code, I am afraid I would be acting illegally 
were I to accede to your wishes. The records of the case, as also your com- 
meuts thereon, are herewith returned. 


Yours, &c., 
C. H. MAsExXR. 


It is not surprising that Mr. Bidwell should get alarmed at the prospect 
of his trial before a Babu, when the planters of Kurseong were frightened by 
a similar prospect. It is not certain whether the publication of these letters 
will be offensive to Government, and how the matter will be enquired into, if 
it is enquired into at all. Nor shall we consider here whether Mr. Morshead, 
if found guilty, will be censured and promoted at one and the same time, and 
whether a simple denial by Mr. Morshead will not put an end to the whole 
affair. What we want to know is whether these letters are genuine or not. 

11. The Sanjivani of the 21st March has the following :— 

On the 21st February last, Annada Charan Das, 
a boy of sixteen or seventeen years, and belonging 
to the Burisal Zilla School, was walking on the 
bank of the river. Not far from this place is the house of the Magistrate, 
through the compound of which the local people have a right-of-way. The 
boy saw a house near his own lodgings on fire. There was a rush of people 


The case against the Magistrate's 
wife in the Barisal Munsifi. 


in that direction through the compound of the Magistrate’s house, Annada 


Charan was one of them. He had not gone far when he saw a constable, and 
in fear he retraced his steps towards the river bank. The Magistrate’s wife, 
however, ordered a consta le to catch the boy. Brought to her presence, he 
was roundly abused, and whipped by the Magistrate’s wife herself, two or three 
times. Thus ill-treated and insulted, the boy contemplated instituting criminal 
proceedings against the lady, but thinking that it would be impossible to get 


justice from the Magistrate against his own wife, he had civil proceedings 
instituted against her through his father. On the 13th March, he had a — 


filed in the Court of Babu Rajani Kanta Chatterji, 4th Munsif of Barisal, 
claiming damages for bodily and mental injury caused by the defendant. The 
Magistrate, however, was going. home within three or four days on a furlough 
of a year and-a-half, and his wife was going away with him. With the view 
of preventing the defendant from eluding justice, the plaintiff sub mitted an 

fidavit on the 13th March, praying for the immediate issue of summons 
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against her. But the Munsif, strangely enough, advised the complainant to 
withdraw his application for the present, think over the matter for a week, and 
then, when that time was over, submit it again, if he was so disposed, and 
added that he might better wait for 1 4 1 months, and renew his proceedings 
when the defendant would return with her husband. According to Act XV of 
1877, Schedule 2, Article 20, the maximum period of time for the filing of 
such suits is one year, and the comp! ainant’s pleaders did not, therefore, agree 
to the Munsif’s proposal. The Court accordingly ordered that the complainant's 
father might carry on the suit as his next friend, and fixed 14th April for the 
hearing of the suit. The Court’s order, however, did not show whether 
summons would issue against the defendant on the 13th March, and the Munsif 
verbally told the complainant’s pleader that he would pass order upon that 
point the next day. The next day the Munsif came to Court at 12 noon, and 
no erder. A second petition was submitted on behalf of the plaintiff, 
and the Munsif, after conferring with the 5th Munsif and the Ist and 2nd 
Subordinate Judges and taking rest for a while in his private chamber passed 
the following order at 3 P.M.:— : 


“6 14th March 1896. 

Plaintiff asks for immediate issue of summons upon defendant the fact 
disclosed in the affidavit and filed by plaintiff. It appears that the defendant 
has arranged to leave the place to-morrow with her husband—the Magistrate 
and Collector of this district. oats 

I think the defendant. would be put to great disadvantage if I were to com- 

ly with plaintiff's prayer in question. To-morrow and the two following days 

Be close holidays, the defendant would not be able to make her defence or 
even apply for time before her departure. I see no necessity for hot haste. 
Defendant holds a very respectable position. Ido not see, if plaintiff succeed in 
his suit, there will be any difficulty in realizing the amount. If the plaintiff 
wished to get early relief, he would have come earlier. The cause of action 
is said to have arisen on 2nd February 1896, and, although the district Magistrate’s 
leave was gazetted long ago, plaintiff did think fit to come to Court only a few 
hours before his intended departure. 14th April was fixed in usual course for 
hearing. But on the facts brought to my knowledge by the affidavit I think 
it may be necessary to alter the date under section 69; to fix a different date to 
suit the convenience of thedefendant. But the most serious objection against the 
immediate issue of summons is certain irregularities in the plaint, to which my 
attention was not drawn when I signed the first two orders like other mamalee 


(atyfi) orders. I am not sure whether the said orders have been correctly 


made. It appears on the very face of the plaint that the signatures were made 
on a blank paper, so that the plaint cannot be admitted and summons issued 
without satisfying myself that the guardian of the minor plaintiff did actually 
sign and verify that plaint knowing its contents. The guardian of the plaintiff 
must appear before me on the next sitting day of the — and verify and 
sign the plaint before me. Besides, this being a cause for personal injury, it 
is doubtful whether, under the Guardian and Wards Act, the guardian of a 
minor can be permitted to represent his ward in a cause of action personally 


against the This question should be decided before I can proceed. Let 
19th March be fixed for the case.” : 


The order strikes one as strange. It goes against the provisions of the 
Civil Procedure Code to object to a plaint on the score of irregularity after it 
has been filed, the day for hearing is fixed, and summons is ordered to be 
issued against the defendant. We cannot, however, say whether the Munsif 


has heard of an amendment of the existing law being in the contemplation 
of the Legislative Council. But so far as the existing law goes, there was no 
irregularity in the plaint in question, and it was drafted in accordance with 
section 50 of the Civil Procedure Code. Section 54 of the said Act lays down 


the grounds on whith a plaint shall be rejected or amended. We have read 


this section over and over again, but do not find in it anything to warrant the 
Munsif's order. 


a The plaintiff was now obliged to submit another petition. praying for the 
immediate issue of summons against the defendant ; but the Munsif, without 
taking the trouble of considerin g it, passed the followiug strange order: 


sn hee e od e she: 5 


of 1 laintiff has alread used. 
gaben, RN This Rion l is also rej ee 4 
The reader need not be 101 that the Muntif not 


mummone against the Magistrate wifo; and this isthe xesson why he did not 


But we eren 
hamed 40 take shelter in sophis and inconsistency. But. 
2 rt * * ill treated boy justice. at 
12. Referring to Mr. Careyis appointees to the District Magis : 
of Bogra, game 8 observes that h 1 
Mr. Carey's promotion. ment ought not to have promoted.an officer who, in 


* | cereless “boy” Magistrate. One cannot say how &# man, 
er bagel: poor hy temper 1 a Sub. divisional Officer, will conduct himself 


agistrate of a district. One will be glad if the responsibilities of a 
high poo have a chastening influence on Mr. Carey, and induce him to 
mend his manners. 

13. The -Bangavast of the 21st March observes that the attention. of the 
n ee ee Commissioner of Burdwan has been drawn to the 
Road-cess revalustion in Ban- complaints made in connection with the road-vess 
— revaluation in Bankura. In a case in which an 
appeal was made to him against the decision of the 4 Callen ty Collector, the Com- 
— observed that in many cases the De Collector had done great 
injustice by forcibly raising the rates of 0 1 The Onmamistionsr, it is 
thus quite oom, Soe Sone justice in the case. But few are in a position 10 
— Ae st the decision of the De puty Collector. Will 
* ait Burdwan Division take the grievances.of the poaple into 
his consideration 5 


14. The Dacca Gasetts of the 23rd March says that Mr. Shirres, the new 

is Magistrate of ‘Dacca, has ‘directed his 

1 ces in Pace. attention to the working of the ces attached:to 

the Magisterial Courts. These offices have got a very bad name, and not with- 

— su cient oe 2 is no dition 3 Der 

to be in a y lawless condition. The Depu e 
too many of their own creatures in the offices: rl deli ar 

measures for the enforcement of discipline. It is even heard ‘hat the superior 

clerks cannot exercise proper 3 over their subordinates for fear of 


offending the Deputy Magistrates whose creatures they are. If Mr. Shirres is 


to succeed in his 2 of 2 the offices, he must first have the Deputy 
Magistrates transferred. 5 . 


(d) ¶ducation. 


15. The Daintk Bharat Mitra of the 18th March regrets that students who 

enter the Lahore ‘Medical College, after having 

in he new, Medical Scholarships read Sanskrit or Hindi as their: second language for 

the Entrance - or F. A. O. 1 of the 

Allahabad University, have been made ineligible for the four ‘scholarships which 

have been granted by Sir Antony MacDonnell. The scholarships will be 

awarded only to those candidates, for admission to the Medical College, who 

took up Persian or Urdu as their second language in the Entrance, or F. A. 
Examination, as the case may be. 

16. The Sanſivani of the 2Alst March observes that in a mathematieal 


paper set at the last B. A. Examination there 
— Geen eee he cle 
j 5 ers 2 0 not 
out the mistake he committed. Babu Mahendranath er one of the examiners, 
E out the mistake to the Syndicate, on his advice, 
ordered that the marks allotted to this question should be Tisteibuted among 
the other questions. Why is a man appointed examiner who ‘cannot ‘correct! 
set questions? Who is to be held responsible for the loss of time to which the 
candidates were put in attem lar of to solve the problem? 
17. The neee the suo oe 1 observes the same 
per, roused race animosi tween natives and 
IIA de. Euro and won over aif his side some ‘Bengali 
members of the Senate, who turned traitors to their 
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country. It is in this way that he succeeded in unseating the Bengali members 
in the Syndicate representing the Faculty of Arts. The Vice-Chancellor 
attempted to make use of the same arts also in the case of the election of Members 
for the Syndicate by the Faculty of Law. It was his object to unséat Maulvi 
Seraj-ul-Islam, and with this view he advised the Faculty of Law to elect Babu 
Sarada Charan Mitra and Mr. Justice Chandramadbav Ghosh. But the 
Faculty of Law has di ed the Vice-Chancellor’s advice, and re-elected 
Mr. Justice Hill and Maulvi Seraj-ul-Islam. Are Babu Sarada Charan Mitra 
and Mr. Justice Chandramadhav men to Sir Alfred’s liking ? ae 
18. The same paper is glad to understand that the Government contem- 
: | tes opening an agricultural class in connection 
Agricultural education in Ben- with the Sibpur Engineering College. Bengal is 
ae | pre-eminently an agricultural count ) but her agri- 
culturists have not yet given up the primitive modes of agriculture. Agricul- 
ture, therefore, is in a bad state in the country. The people want agricultural 
training. If an agricultural school or college is opened in Bengal, zamindars 
and peasants will receive an agricultural training. The educated unemployed 
will also be given an opportunity of learning an industry, and the agriculture 
of the country will improve. 
19. The Dacca Gazette of ~ ae 1 , that * girls who had 
i 1 a at the Lower Prim xamination held 
— — Nr 
scholarships in Chittagong. third in the competition list, got no scholarships, 
while the fourth candidate in the list got one. The Sansodhini newspaper has 
learnt from a trustworthy source that the girls were superseded because they did 
not acquit themselves satisfactorily on the occasion of the Deputy Inspector’s 
school inspection.. If this be a fact, then, one must question the necessity of 
holding examinations to test the merits of students, certificates and scholarships 
being granted on the results of school inspections. It may be that the girls were 
deficient at the time of the inspection, but made up their deficiency afterwards, 
The fact of the supersession also casts a slur on the examiners and those who 
conducted the examination. It is pes that the Inspector of Schools, Eastern 
Circle, will see the mischief that has been done, and set matters right, 
20. The Som Prakash of 8 2 1 ion Fadel cone Dainik’s strictures 
; von the Ma i Pathsala (see Report on Native 
W Paper for 21st March, 1896, * 13). The 
Dainik observes that Hindu men do not know or obey the Shastras, Is that a reason 
why Hindu women should not be taught the Shastras? ‘ Why,” asks the 
Daintk, “should Hindu women be taught Sanskrit? What never came to pass 
in any other yuga has come to pass in the kali yuga/” But did women like 
Gargi and Maitreyi not belong to this country or to any yuga in this country? 
It is admitted that parents, brothers and husbands are the fittest persons to teach 
and educate a Hindu girl, But where are such parents, husbands and brothers 
now? Had the parents and husbands of Hindu women of these days known 
their duty, tailors making bodices of the most approved cut would not have been 
paid one hundred rupees a month. The Dainik may have no idea of the good 
the Mahakali Pathsala is doing to the country, but one who has eyes to see 
and ears to hear knows it very well. * is not a notoriety-hunter, and 
Hindu society should be congratulated on its having secured the services of an 
earnest and zealous worker like her. The mode of teaching adopted in the 
Mahakali Pathsala is strictly Hindu, and is conducted on Shaséric lines. If this 
is not known to the Dainik, its Editor should take the trouble to see Mataji 
once. He will then have some idea of the good she is doing to Hindu society, 


and exclaim with the Rishis of old: (“ v cofqe ofteratien f NAH ays: ) that is 


to say, the education of daughters, too, should not be neglected, They should 
be brought up and educated with as much care as the sons. 


(Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


21. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 12th March says, that in order to prevent 
oe frequent fires in Barisal, the Municipality of that 

FR ny against the Barisal town has ordered that all thatched roofs should 
be replaced with tiled or tinned roofs. The 


Municipality assures the ‘public that tinned or tiled roofs will not cost more than 


. but this assurance does not seem to satisfy the public. Such a 
ead 32 some time ago, but it was given up on aceount of the strong 
— ic opposition which it excited. Ifthe proposal is carried out at this time, 
when a — number of people have been burnt out and rendered destitute, 


ip wi inflicted on most of them. . ; ne 
6 EE Ye of the Charu Mihir of the 17th March says, that 


though cholera has been for some time raging viru- 


Choler in the Mymensingh d Jently in the Kishoreganj subdivision of the 
We. Mynensingh district, neither the District nor the 
Local Board bas done anything to supply the people with medicines and medical 
advice, There is not a moment when the cremation grounds are not ablaze, 
‘and father and son are being burnt on the same pile, leaving the family desolate 
and without a member upon whom it can rely for support. A telegram was 
sent to the District Magistrate informing him of the condition of the people, and 
though a reply was prepaid, he condescended to give no reply. 5 
223. Another correspondent of the same r says that the Sherpur 

Municipality, in the Mymensingh district, having 


A letrine-tar in the Sherpur resolved to levy a latrine-tax upon houses, a Sub- 


F mensingh Committee was appointed to assess the tax. The 

. Committee assessed the tax on the annual valuation 
of the houses, but at no fixed rate. So far as the correspondent can judge, the 
rate varies from 4 to 16 per cent. on tbe annual valuation. For instance, the 
cutcherry of Rani Hemanta Kumari has been assessed at an annual value of 
Rs. 300, and to a tax of Rs. 48, the Raja Bahadur’s cutcherry to a tax of Rs. 84, 
and Hara Chandra Babu’s house to the same tax, while the Chairman’s house 
has been assessed to a tax of only Rs. 21. And though the assessments have 
not yet been confirmed by the General Committee, notices have been issued to 
the rate-payers requiring them to urge their objections, if any, against them. 
It is hoped that the District Magistrate will look into the assessments. 5 


24. The Bharat Mitra of the 19th March says, that the lax Municipal 


Municipal administration in the admi tration in the North-Western Provinces is 
1 due solely to the incompetence of the Munici 

15 5 Commissioners. I he system upon which the Com- 
eee are now elected fails to secure able men, and should, therefore, be 
changed. 


25. The Hitavadi of the 20th March has learnt that the cattle-pounds of 
The lease of the Jivaen} ferry Asanpur and Manulla Bazar and the Sadar fe 
* the Tallbag Munidlpalit). of Jiyaganj were leased to the highest bidders on 


dates other than those previously notified for the pur- 
se by the Chairman of the Lallbag Municipality, The result has been that the 


ighest bid for the ferry this year is less than that of last year by Rs, 800. 


Such irregularities in the actions of a public body are much to be regretted, 


The authorities should consider whether it would not be proper to hold a fresh 
auction for re-leasing the ferry. 


26. Correspondents of the Bangavasi of the 21st March complain of 


Complaints of scarcity of water. Scarcity of water in the mufassal. In Somra in the 
Hooghly district the tanks are almost dried up. 


In Chainpat in the Midnapore district, and in more than twenty neighbourin 

villages, great scarcity of water prevails. In Gurhop in the 99085 dustrioe 
almost all the tanks are without water, and the little water that still remains in a 
few tanks is the only hope of the whole village population. In Kshirkush, in 
Pandua, in the A district, the sufferings of the people from scarcity of 
water are simply indescribable. Muddy water in a few tanks is all that the 
— le here depend upon. The sufferings of cattle baffle description. In 


at in Kulna, in the Burdwan district, there has been no rain. Tanks 


have dried up, and their water is muddy. Scar ity of is very grea 

° * ° < t | 

in the Howrah district: tanks and wells have dried . good gh Biase 
dy 


without water, the little water that can be had is mu and poisonous. 


People are using this water, and dying of cholera and other diseases brought 


et by big ase The same is the cese in Kandurpara, a village in the Faridpur 


Mar. 17th, 1896. 


Caarvu Mmm. 
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Mar, 19th, 1896. 


* * 


Hrravai, 
Mar. 20th, 1896. 


BANdAvAST, 
Mar. 21st, 1896, 


(314) 


27. A corréspondent of the Sanjivant of the 21st March vomplaitisthat thie 
222. ĩͤ 
% e da the village fade in the Weder e 
ee trict, a exorbitant ‘fees from those ‘whom they 

ferry. never stick to the fixed ferry rates. 5 ved 
"oe The Dacca Prakash of the 22nd March says, that the object ‘af Local 
W Self-Government has been ‘almost entirely defeated 
to he waaful. 8 ‘by the practice of carrying on the business of the 
Local Self-Government bodies in the English lan- 
e. The Local Self-Government Act placed money and power in the hands 
er che le in er — they — 2 supp 2 local wants. * 

the mass of the people being ignorant of En ‘have got no opportunity 
‘taking a part’ in the Luk of the ‘District Bounds. It is difficult to understand 
‘why, even as the District Boards are at present constituted, their business 
‘should be conducted in English. Not a single District Board, so far as the 
writer is aware, contains more than two or three 8 members, and these 
European members, being generally men of standing and experience in the country, 
ought to be able to understand Bengali; and the Magistrates, who are the Chair- 
men of the Boards, should also understand the people's language. There are, 


indeed, a sufficient: number of English-knowing men in the country, willing to 


work on the District Boards. But these generally belong to particular classes, 


such as the legal profession, who have no special or preferential claims to be oon- 
nected with the Boards. The Boards would work far better with members 


chosen from among the general population, instead of special classes of. men, who 
live in towns and possess little mufassal knowledge. Bad 
29. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 22nd March says, that there is great 
1 scarcity of water throughout the Hooghly district. 
ain ntor-scarcity in the. Hooghly The District Board proposes to dig wells, but the 
district. n 5 l ae 
. Magistrate-President is only for road-side wells. 
People, however, will not be benefited if wells are not dug in the villages. 
The silted-up tanks should also be excavated. | 
30. The Banganiuasi of the 22nd March has the following :— 
8 „Water! Water!“ —is the cry raised on all 
ater-scarcity in Bengali. aides in Bengal. Man and beast are half dead 
from thirst unquenched. But where is water? Tanks and wells have dried 
up. Rivers have silted up. Even in the Brahmaputra, the Ganges, and the 
Padma churs have been formed. Who will quench the thirst of a whole people 


crying piteously for water? God has proved merciless and there have not 


Dacca Garrrx, 
Mar. 16th, 1896, 


GENERAL ARD 
GaUHARI ABPI, 


Mar. 16th, 1896. 


: sin sufficient measure.—Let the Government now come to the rescue 
of the people. Let the Municipalities, District Boards and Local Boards dig 
tanks and wells, and save the thirsty millions. There is at present virtually a 
painful scramble for water, and there is no distinction now between the ber 
and low in the scramble, and even zanana ladies are forced to walk out miles 
for water. 

(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 
31. The Dacca Gazette of the 16th March says that Mr. Chadburn, Traffic 
Superintendent of the Dacca-Mymensingh Railway, 
W e appoint female will earn the gratitude of the public if his proposal 
Mymensingh Railway. = to the Director-General of Railways to appoint 
| é ; 3 . 8 of ee ra oc e 
acca, Mymensingh, and Nara anj to collect ickets of female passengers 
and to attend to Shetr wants 8 is accepted. Government should see 
its way to sanction Mr. Chadburn's commendable proposal. 0 
32. The General and Gauhari Aspi of the 16th a ae the necessity 
. of attaching bath-rooms to the female and inter- 
pages mediate ge re we in railway: carriages. 12 
writer also suggests ‘that return-ticket holders should be allowed to break their 
journey for twelve hours after every hundred miles of their journey. 12 
38. The Charu Mihir of the 17th March * that railway tickets of 
ue ee every ‘description and for all distances are no 
EL ö always available at the Mymensingh station on 
the Dacca-Mymensingh line. The other day a 


fo a 


4 


a Tovrea ieh them. This is not as it should be. 
Balipera station could not be supplied with fen, ‘This s)nof as #t should be." 


i et ot che 7ch February writes as follows’on the proposed 
34, The Sanson! o, transfer of Chittagong to the Assam Administes- 


— 


gong to 
or s of that district. So long Chittagong has kept. pace: with hoer ‘sister 


is. the seat of learning and civilization in India, WN r nes 
produced mon like Nabin Chandra Sen, Akhil Chandra, Purna Chandra, 


t advanced Provinces in India. But henceforward she will have 
to — with the most backward Province, where administration is still 


conducted on 3 lines, and civilization is still in its infancy. The 


ogress of Chittagong will be thrown fifty years back. The march of 
A ili — in that Aistriet will now be a backward one. The proposal origin- 
ated with Sir Charles Elliott. It is to be hoped that Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
will veto it. Let the Chittagong people agitate and agitate. The British 


Government has many defects, but it must be said to its credit that under it 


agitation, ceaseless agitation, cannot but bear fruit. Chittagong should not be 

cast into darkness at a time when steamers and railways have brought it into 
close contact with Calcutta. Mr. Oldham, Commissioner of the Chittagon 

Division, is a well-wisher of the Chittagong people, and he will, it is oped, 

faithfully represent their grievances to the Lieutenant-Governor. 

35. The Ulubaria Darpan of the 13th March says, that the Executive 

ngineer of the Cossye Division, in the Midnapore 

une and on the two sides of the district, proposes to take over into his own hands 

the management of the lands on both sides of the 

Cuttack road, in the Ulubaria subdivision of the Howrah ‘district. These lands 

are now under the management of the Deputy Collector of: Ulubaria. If these 


chitta- tion:— VVV 
— Pee town Administration The transfer of Chittagong to the Assam 
Administration will be a permanent bar to the 


‘visions in Bengal in the march of civilization.’ Through her contact warn 
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ger who wanted to buy a number of return-tickets to and from the 


: 
- Feb. 7th, 1896, 


arat Chandra, Dwijadas, and Seraj-ul-Islam. So long she has been competing 


Utupakia DakPan, 
Mar. 18th, 1896. 


lands are transferred to the hands of the Executive Engineer of Cossye, that 


will do incalculable harm, not only to the people living on them, but also to the 
Government khasmahal, as the Public Works Department is not likely to manage 
them as efficiently as the Deputy Collector does. The Executive Engineer has 
already done great injury to the houses of people living on these lands by 


increasing the breadth of the Cuttack road by nine feet. He will certainly make 


matters too hot for these ay 0 if he is allowed to take over the management 
of the lands on both sides of the Cuttack road into his own hands. 1 
36. It is rumoured, — = Oe Burdwan — of the 17th March, 
f ek t the Lieutenant-Governor lately inspected’ the 
er — 4 4 1 Chinsura barracks and the building in which the 
Ghingure. Courts in 2 are located, and expressed an 
opinion in favour of transferring the Burdwan Commissioner's office, as well 
as the Courts in Hooghly, to the barracks. The proposal to transfer the Com- 
1 missioner's office to Chinsura has long been in the contemplation of Govern- 
ment. But Sir Alexander Mackenzie 's predecessors were never in its favour, 
2 * eee e E has now made up his mind to transfer 
e Commissioner's office to Chinsura, it may be tak ‘1 that 

proposal will be carried out panes Dead, | t 10 for granted that the 

e only reason that the Government may have in favour of the propos 
transfer, is that the Chinsura barracks are — vacant, and are to — 
and purposes doing no good to the public. The transfer may also give the 
Government the benefit of a small saving. But this small saving will be of 
no substantial help to the Government, whilst it is certain that the transfer will 
inflict great loss on those who have built houses in Burdwan for the use of the 


amia and other. employés of the Commissioner’s office. The transfer, moreover, 


will cause the people of Burdwan Birbhum and Bankura great inconveni 
438 n, Just 8 proper that the Government should tes * — mal ae 

e 80 much inconvensE i | | sil 
of expenditare ‘ete nience in order te reap the benefit of a small saving 


Bonwnax Sannvam, 
Mar. 17th, 1896, 
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The Government has, hitherto, shown 1 vacillation in the matter of 
the location of the Commissioner’s office. The office was at first located in 
Burdwan. It was then transferred to Hooghly, and from Hooghly it wag 
carried to Howrah. From Howrah it was transferred to Chinsura, and from 
Chinsura again to Burdwan. Some time ago when it was proposed to again 
transfer the office from Burdwan, the then Lieutenant-Governor vetoed the 
pro sal, and assured the public that no such proposal | would be entertained 
in — So, if the Commissioner’s office is again taken to Chinsura, will 
not the confidence of the people in the Government's words be shaken ? 
It is said that now that the Lieutenant-Governor himself has expressed 
his opinion in favour of transfer, it is worse than useless to oppose the proposal: 
The present Lieutenant-Governor himself is not, however, the man to set public 
opinion at nought, or persist in doing a thing, if it is proved that it will do great 
harm to the public. 8 | ge 
The Burdwan Raj estate has now come under the management of the 
Court of Wards, and this is one of the many reasons why the Commissioner’s 
office should not be transferred from Burdwan. : 3 ) 
37. For some time, says the Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 18th March, 
complaints have been heard against the present 
Sub-Registrar of Berhampore, the head-quarters of 
the Murshidabad district. Low-class people who 
come to register deeds are abused by the Sub-Registrar, and registration is 
refused even for slight spelling mistakes in the deeds, There is a notice put 
up in the Sub-Registry Office saying that documents may be presented for 
registration at any hour between 11 A. M. to 2 P. M., but the Sub-Registrar Babu 
does not generally come to office before 1 p.m. The following case will show 
to what trouble and expense people are sometimes put by the Sub-Registrar’s 
vagaries:— A property, areal by a gentleman and his minor brother, was sold, 
a a conveyance was made in favour of the purchaser by the seller for him- 
self and as guardian of his minor brother. But when the deed was presented 
for registration, the Sub-Registrar, after much altercation, registered it only 
so far as it related to the portion of the property belonging to the elder brother. 
The seller made an appeal to the District Registrar, who saw no objection to 
the registration of the deed, especially as the purchaser was buying the property 
with a full knowledge of the fact that a portion of the property Bead sar gre a 
minor, and was being conveyed to him by his guardian. The deed was 
accordingly registered on its presentation to the Sub-Registrar along with a 
copy of the above order of the District Registrar. Now, who is to be respon- 
sible for the cost of the appeal, for the cost of taking a copy of the Distriet 
Registrar's order, and for the double registration fees which have had to be 
paid? It is hoped that the Inspector-General of Registration will consider this 
matter, as well as the propriety of keeping such an ignorant man as the Sub- 
Registrar of an important station like Berhampore. , 
38. The Banyya Darpan of the 20th March is glad to see Mr. Skrine 


romoted, but is sorry to see him transferred to 
Fae men Chittagong. Mr. Skrine did his duty as the Col- 
lector of Customs, Calcutta, with remarkable ability and efficiency, and 
succeeded in preventing the commission of fraud in trade marks. The of 
Collector of Customs is an important one, and the ser gna ~ 4 attached 


to it is also great. Its pay, therefore, ought to be raised from Rs. 3,000 to 
Rs, 3,500 a month, 


39. The Sulabh Dainik of the 28rd March has the following: 


2 If a Civilian Officer, entrusted with the administra- 

2 88 oat er orm Mas tion of justice, fails to show that he possesses a due 
sense of responsibility in the discharge of his 

duty, the Government should instantly take him to task, and bring him to a 
proper sense of his duty. But is this done? Here is Mr. Fisher, who com- 
mitted a gross judicial blunder, by first ordering ten strokes of the whip to be 
administered to Nidhiram, and then raising the number to twenty. His conduct 
was disapproved by the Government, and characterised as unlawful. But 
what next? The Lieutenant-Governor has promoted him, and, in a way, told 
the public that he is satisfied with him. This is not the way to bring an 
erring official to his senses. ‘1 committed a blunder, thinks Mr. Fisher, 


The Sub-Registrar of Berham- 
pore in the Murshidabad district. 


Mae err 5 
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7 ig t 


( 317 ) 

wh +°° It has done me no harm!” ? But is not a blunder oom- 
i ee of Mr. Fisher's position a serious offence in the eye of the 
meg” Windsor whipped a cartman in Memari. Ow 


. . Mr oe ** 
* . ‘whipped a gateman in the same way. Mr. Windsor denies 


her occas 

the charge, and has been let off. Such vagaries on the part of : 
officials are by no means rare; they have in deed become very frequent of 1 te. | 1 
But these vagaries and blunders and peccadillos of European officials are Z— 
always condoned : this has mace them bold. If the Lieutenant-Governor spares eee „ 
the rod any longer he will totally = them. They will 3 bold a to 17 7 
pull down the Lieutenant - Governor imself from his eminent position. 1 

It may not matter much whether the Lieutenant-Governor does or does 
not punish erring officials. But he should do one thing: he should prevent the 
commission of miscarriage of justice. The Indian people have uubounded con- 
fidence in British justice. The impartiality with which British Courts poner 
administer justice has passed into a proverb. Though oppressed and ill-treated, 
the most ignorant and illiterate Indian is still heard to say that he lives under 
British rule and not under a aes? (Burmese) Government. He means that he 
will not fail to have his wrongs righted and his grievances redressed by a British 
Court of Justice. What will these people—these Nidhirams think if Magistrates 
of the stamp of Mr. Fisher are not taken to task for their judicial blunders? 
These ignorant people cannot be expected to take a calm and rational view of 
things. They make their conclusions in haste. And the promotion of 
Mr. Fisher will lead Nidhiram and men of his class to think that it is due to his 
unwarranted and unlawful conduct. The Lieutenant-Governor has given a 
rude shock to people’s confidence in British justice. This is not as it should 
be. He might at least have waited a month, and that would have looked better 
at the same time that the delay in Mr. Fisher’s promotion would have a 

in the eye of the public asa punishment dealt out to him for his fault. We 
have always seen that Europeans are never punished for their offences. Let 
that be. But let the Government by all means secure the confidence of the 
Indian people in the integrity of British rule. ‘That confidence gone, British 
rule will no longer be British rule in the eye of the Indian people. 
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5 III.—LXOISLATTvR. 


40. The Charu Mihir of the 17th March says that the amendments made ons Mmm, 
VVV the Legal Practitioners’ Act Amendment Bill Man 17th, 1896. 
derbe, Passing of the Lege i’ have dispelled the belief which was growing in the 

public mind that it was fruitless to oppose any 
measure which Government desired to pass. The impression now created in 
the ublic mind is that Government is not disinclined to withdraw any measure 
the 5 of * 3 is clearly demonstrated. Both the Govern- 
ment and the Law Member have earned the gratitude of th 
showing this deference to public opinion. 5 e 


41. The Hitavadi of the 20th March writes as follows: Hrravant, 


oe The other day a new method of replyin 6 Mar. 20th, 1896. 
1 tinal Legislative Council in the interpellations was displayed in the Bengal Legisla- 


tive Council. It is now clear that : 
which are uttered by the officials have no meaningat all, and tele W ee 
to be more to please the people with sweet words than to do them real good. As 
the A eye | of Government was clearly pointed out by the interpellators, this 
page 3 one by ray 3 themselves in their true colours; and 
en even in i leutenan 

5 at Ags te tec e attitude of the Lieu t-Governor. He too 

The first interpellation was about Mr. Brown’s o Col tors 
of his district about the way in which they should 383 yt 88 
It was stated on behalf of Government that Mr. Brown had assed the 
order under a miscon struction of the law, and his order had been withdrawn; but 
that, as Government did not think that such mistakes on the part of Govern- 
ment officers had the effect of shaking the people's confidence in Government, it 


was not considered necessary to interfere wi a . 
lusuing a circular. Just mark this il with 2 freedom of official action, by 
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he next interpellation was about Mr. Windsor's whipping à cartman an 
the Memari Road: In reply to it, Government quoted the unblushing statement 
of Mr. Windsor that it was not impossible that he rf have given a few strokes. 
with his whip to some cartman, who may have wilfully obstructed his path, but 
bo did not remember that he had whipped any cartman at Memari, or whipped: 
any cartman at any place so severely as to draw blood, and observed that a 
more careful enquiry had been made into the matter than was warranted by an 
accusation which specified no dates and mentioned no names. 8 7 497 

The third interpellation was about the petition of Nidhiram Uriya. In 
reply to this, Government said that the censure that had been already passed 
was considered sufficient, and expressed its regret that a fresh interpellation had 
been a on the subject after the reply that was given in the last sitting of 
the CouncilL pet | rr 

It is not easy to say whether Government has shown more cowardice or 
more meanness by giving this reply. The offcials were not ashamed to say 
that. what had y teen done in the matter was sufficient. What is it that. 
Government has done in the matter 7. It has passed a censure on Mr. Fisher, 
and ordered his promotion in one and the same breath: in other words, while 
it has deceived the public by a mere verbal censure, it has rewarded the wrong - 
doer with substantial promotion. Government found nothing wrong in the fact 
that Nidhiram was illegally whipped, and that that illegal act was defended, by: 
the false excuse that the first ten stripes were administered perfunctorily, 
But when people pointed out that the excuse was false, Government was offended, 
We never thought that such an excuse would be made under the regime of Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie. 

It was both cowardly and mean to express regret that the interpellation 
should have been made, when Government knew that the interpellator had not 
the right of replying: If he had that right, he might have retorted by saying 
that it was a shame and a pity that Government did not reject Mr. Fisher's 
false explanation, and that it held no public enquiry into the wrong which he 
had done. | ee 
Whatever it may be to others, this heavy censure on Mr. Fisher, accom- 
3 by his promotion, must be a very poor consolation to the whipped 

idhiram himself. Government having 1 bim permission to sue Mr. F 
criminally, the only course now open to that poor man is to bring a civil suit 
against that officer. And if he asks for pecuniary aid with that view, many 
will, no doubt, come forward to help him. Whipping is a barbarous punishment 
in — and any illegality in connection with its infliction certainly calls for 
a remedy. 8 0 
The fourth interpellation was about Mr. Fisher's severe punishment of 
those who had failed to take out licenses under the Arms Act in due time.: 
Government replied to it as follows :— 
„The facts are substantially as stated in the Hon’ble Member's question. 
The fines inflicted may be considered to have been severe, but it must be: 
remembered that exemplary punishments are occasionally called for to ensure: 
that the provisions of the law are complied with, and the Joint-Magistrate of 
the 24-Parganas has explained that out of 4,340 renewals which were due on 
the lst January last, applications for renewal within the date had, notwith-. 
standing chat the date of expiry of the license is clearly entered in each form, 
been made in 425 cases only. There has been great remissness among the 
licensees of the district, and it was thought necessary to make an example of 
some of the offenders. The Government sees no reason to interfere.” 

Is this, we ask, a just defence of the Magistrate's conduct? Of the 4,340. 
arms referred to by Government, some have changed hands, some have been 
destroyed, some were never purchased at all, while licenses for some were 
renewed at the commencement of the current year. But Government made no 
mention of all this. We know that, in February, only about a thousand licenses: 
remained to be renewed. And of the arms covered by these licenses: many 
have changed hands or been destroyed, while the owners of many others have 
died. Government’s plea for severity is not therefore satisfactory. Again, the 

133 of the last year will show that, as soon as defaulters began to be 
ped one or two rupees each, all license-holders presented their licenses for 
renewal, There was, therefore, no need of such severity. And think of the: 


Nu 
* . 
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of this severity! Defaulters were fined so much as Rs. 25—-the sum, 
10 that 1 the license fee due on their licenses for.one hundred 
years! A fine of Rs. 25 for keeping arms not worth so much as Rs, 101 
And even those who had already 1 their = were fined. so heavily 
he plea that they had not renewed them in proper time, (tate ars 
1 g Is it not idle . after this that the ople should respect the officials ? 
Is it not a matter of regret that the man who is entrusted with the care rf 
millions of people oad oo be ashamed to give such a reply ae 
In reply to Babu Guruprasad Sen’s interpellation about the zamindari dak 
cess, Government replied that it would consult the head of the Postal Depart- 
ment on the subject, and that if a quinquennial settlement was found produc- 
tive of hardship, arrangement would be made in conformity with the law. In 
other words, Babu me, ya peng pe the — arrangement was not 
lawful, and Government replied that 1 not matter. 
wy The Dainth-o-lamaoher Chandrika of the 24th March has the DanixoSamacnan 


NDRIK A, 


ae following wg 3 „ Mar. 24th, 1898. 
Whipping es a form of punish- The Howard Association condemns whipping 


1 as a form of punishment, and demands its abolition 


in Somali. Mr. Donald Mackenzie, the President of the Howard Association, 
is an Englishman. He is, no doubt, sorry to see the Indian people treated as no 
better than slaves. But all Englishmen are not like him. There are English - 
men who have no sympathy with the Indian people, and feel no compunction 
in treating them as slaves, This is the reason why English Magistrates, who 
are pained to see horses and bullocks smart under the lash, feel no pain in 
sentencing native prisoners to whipping. Only the other day Mr. Forbes issued 
a circular directing all Magistrates in his Division to inflict whipping on juvenile 
offenders instead of sending them to jail, on the sole ground that the jails in 
this country are already over-crowded. Could Mr. Forbes have the courage to 
issue such a circular in England, or in an English colony? And could he even 
make the Europeans and the Eurasians in India amenable to this circular? 
Certainly not. In the opinion of Mr. Mackenzie, there can be no comparison 
18 between India and Somali. The people of Somali are free - born British 
subjects, the Indians are a conquered 3 slave of Englishmen. But it 
was Englishmen who were the most affected by the misery of the Negro slaves. 
Are the Indians more despicable in their eye + te the Negro slaves ? : 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie is a sympathetio ruler, and that is why he has 
taken Civilians like Mr. Forbes to task. He has rebuked many oppressive and 
high-handed officials. But even Sir Alexander Mackenzie must confess that a 
case in which a rebuke has been considered sufficient for the ends of justice in 
India would have demanded a harder pynishment in any other part of the 
British dominions. It is the practice in India not to punish a European official 
for his fault. And a slight punishment inflicted on an erring official is likely 
to 2 more efficacious in this country than anywhere else. One would like 
to know what answer the Government has to give to Mr. Mackenzie’s insinua- 
tion, that the Indians are a conquered 22 and are treated as slaves, If ype 
p- 


deny that 2 r the — rr e . your slaves, you must abolish w 
ping as a form of punishment. you do not abolish whippi 
perforce admit that you look upon the Indian people as no n 


V.—Prospecrs or THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 
43. The Dacca Gazette of the 28rd March asks the authorities to take Dacca Gazerrs. 


Scarcity in the Mymensingh ae measures for preventing the scarcity, which Mar. 2rd, 1806. 


ng itself felt in the Kis r f Mh Se 
of the Mymensingh district, horganj subdivision 


VI.—MisckLLANOUs. 


44. Mr. Monmohan 2 says the Sahachar of the 18th March, has SaHACHAR, 
W rought forward three r arguments in “Mar. léth, 1806. 
en 


revolution in Bengal. support of his contention that 


duall 
: becoming anglicised. Th 5 1 
returned Hindus are now received into Hin du W e athe — ae 
fu society 


to perform any prayaschitta or expiatory ceremony; (2) that Hin 


HITAVADI, 
Mar. 20th, 1896, 
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makes no objection to the practice which is followed by many Hindus, who 


have never visited England, of living in an English style; @ that the zanana 
system is growing lax, as is proved by the facts that many indus now educate 
their daughters till they are of a marriageable age, and Hindu women in 
mediocre circumstances appear on foot in railway stations. fe cient pe 

Now, as regards Mr. Ghose’s first argument, is it right to charge against a 
whole community what can be properly charged against only a few members of 
it? Maharaja Narendra Krishna has received into his family a son who visited 
England without requiring him to perform 8 pray aschitta. But can the 
whole Hindu community be said, on the strengt of this one instance, or, may 
be, a few more instances like it, to have dispensed with the practice of requiring 
England-returned men, seeking re-admission into it, to rform prayaschitta ? 
As regards the case of Maharaja Narendra Krishna, Hindu society cannot be 
blamed, if in consideration of the services rendered by his ancestors to the 
kayastha community of Bengal, it dealt leniently with him, and permitted a 
departure from the universal custom. As a matter of fact, with the exception 
of a few kayastha families in Calcutta, there is not a single Hindu family in. 
Bengal which has an England-returned relative received back into it without 
having been required to perform a prayaschitta. Mr. Ghose should also take 
note of the fact that among the Brahmans, who form the highest caste in Hindu 
society, not one family is yet known to have violated the established custom. 
On the other hand, many England- returned native gentlemen have been known 
to express u solicitude to perform prayaschitias, and return to their society in 
order that they may be able to marry their children in the orthodox style. 

Mr. Ghose also says that Hindu society tolerates those Hindus who, without 
having ever visited England, still prefer to live in an English 1 But 
can Mr. Ghose point to any community of men anywhere who can detect and 
exclude from among them all those who secretly violate their laws aud customs? 
That is simply impossible in large communities of men. 

That Mr. Ghose's statement that Hindu girls are more largely educated 
now than they were before is a baseless one, is proved by the meagre roll of 
Hindu girls reading in the Bethune College It is true that Hindu women, in 
the middle station in life, now generally walk on fovt to and from railway 
platforms. But they do so in sheer necessity. No Hindu women have yet 
been known to have come to any public meeting or to any public place of 
business. ‘lhe truth is that zanana seclusion is as strictly maintained in Hindu 
society now as it was ever before. 

In conclusion, the writer would ask the advocates of European civilisation 
to remember that Calcutta is only a minute spot of land in Bengal, and that 
what is true of this minute place is not necessarily true of the entire province. 
It should also be noted that slight changes in a social system brought on by its 
coming into contact with a foreign civilisation, though inevitable, are not 
necessarily improvements on the old order of things. | 

45. The Hitavadi of the 20th 9 has received the following from a 

a a correspondent on the subject of oppressions by the 

Anse Mohunt of Sitakunda:— . e 

Government gave no reply to Babu Surendranath's question whether the 
Mohunt was in the habit of charging money for tickets issued to visit the shrine. 
As a matter of fact, such tickets are issued by the Mohunt, and pilgrims are thus 
compelled to pay for permission to visit the shrine. As tickets are taken by the 
durwan stationed at the gate of the temple, a pilgrim cannot visit the temple a 
second time, without paying for a fresh ticket. 

It is not known whether any enquiry was made on the subject of the 
oppression during the mela, which was reported in the Hitavadi and in a tele- 
gram sent to the Statesman newspaper. As no high officer of Government was 
present at the time to maintain order, the pilgrims had to bear the oppression 
in silence. It may be argued that fences were erected to prevent squeezing. 
But why were pilgrims compelled to purchase tickets before t ey were admitted 
within the fence? Why are fences, again, erected on occasions other than the 
Sivarati mea, when the crowd is not very great? es aah 

Government was mistaken: in saying that the Adhikaris had made no re- 
presentation to the Magistrate after the pilgrims gained their case. As a matter 
of fact, the Adhikaris do not wish that people should visit the shrine witheut 
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ything for the themselves would be losers. by such an rr 
E the income of the shrine. What they Perth Bar 
Mohunt should not compel pilgrims to pay more than what t 7 1 . arily 
give. On the petition that was presented by the Mohunt himself, the following 


, ‘tion 
b assed :—‘' The order I pass on this and in the cross-peti 
re ‘on #4 3 will be taken to 8 Ps ergs e 2 e pays 
ent. The Mohunt’s right orcibly collect toll has never be 
ee by the executive authorities.” It 18 necessary to state pe xg as 
a result of the agitation on the subject, the oppression this year we & little pe 
than in previous years. But the sale K tickets r 1 0 ‘so long ng as 
tinues the pilgrims will remain subject to on. 
* The Editor is eget * now what steps Government means to take in this 
matter. oe 2 9 
ir Alexander Miller, observes the Sanjivant of the 21st 
cat ee arch, was appointed Law Member of the Vice- 
— roy’s Council, many An 3 * cut — 
t him on account of his advanced age. Sir Alexander Miller, however, has 
—— the most able and just Law Member. He has always shown great 
respect for the public opinion in this country. Witness the amendments 
he has introduced into the Legal Practitioners Act Amendment and Jury Bills, 
in response to Indian public opinion. The people should give à proof of their 
appreciation of the retiring Law Member's services by presenting him a fare- 
well address. ee ce 


47. The Dacca Gazette of the 23rd March writes as follows: 

Out of deference to the powerful weavers of 
Manchester, the Government has attempted to para- 
lyse the Indian cloth industry by imposing an excise duty on all cotton goods 
produced in the Indian mills. This unjustifiable act of Government has given 
rise to a movement in India for boycotting Manchester goods. We know that 
this boycotting resolution will not last long. Butit is enough that such an 
idea has entered into Indian minds. The seed has been sown, and it may be 
two or three generations before the tree bears fruit. But when that time will 
come, the people of India will bless Lord Salisbury with uplifted hands fo 
enforcing a policy to which they will owe the happy consummation.. | 


The boycotting movement. 


5 Urrya Papers. 
48. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 5th February brings to the notice 
of the authorities that the chaprasis and amins 
8 2 . »in the belonging to the Settlement Department are said 
ous ways, and suggests that they should keep a sharp eye on the doings of 
their subordinates. i 


49. All the native papers of Orissa express great satisfaction at the 
marriage of the Raja of Mayurbhanj with a lady 
belonging to his own caste, and at the cancellation 
of his prior engagement with a daughter of the late Keshab Chunder Sen of 
Calcutta. They are of opinion that the prudent action of the Raja will 
11 remove the great mental uneasiness which his subjects, relatives and depend- 


ants were suffering, and raise him in the estimation of his brother Rajas, who 
have been closely watching his conduct. 


50. The Samvadvahika of the 6th February sounds a note of alarm by 
** stating that a large number of men and women 
ee ee died of cholera in and around Balasore. Accord- 


ing to the writer, the disease appears to be of a virulent type, as those who are 
attacked scarcely recover. 


51. The Utkaidipika of 2 8th February draws the attention of the 
authorities to the accounts of the death of the 

a om © th ee Raja of Patna, as published in some of the recent 
; issues of the Amrita Bazar Patrika, and requests 

the Indian Government to institute an enquiry into the cause of the Raja’s 


death, and publish the results of such enquiry for the information of the public. 


The Mayurbhanj marriage. 


to be oppressing the raiyats and zamindars in vari- 


Dacca GAZETTE. 
Mar. 23rd, 1896. 


URIYA AND NaVASAM- 
VaD, 
Feb. 5th, 1896. 


Unrra AND NAVASAM- 
VAD. 
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52. The same paper exhorts the public to subscribe tu a fund that has been 

Sah uk tig ctarted with the object of moving the House of 
conte, ee movement in Commons to cancel the order of the Government 
. ee of India, abolishing Uriya from the courts of Sam. 


balpur. ‘As 

53. The Utkaldiptka of the 15th February —— to find that the 
1 0 insanitary condition of the Jaria tank in 
A foul tank in the Cuttack in the Cuttack district, has proved a fruitful 
— 0 S source of disease to the people residing near it and 
using its water for drinking and other purposes. The writer requests the 
District Board of Cuttack to cleanse and * the tank at their earliest 
eee „and thereby save a large number of men and women from disease 
and danger. 

54. Sehe same paper objects to the hours of work prescribed for many 
Settlement Offices working in the districts of 
ogrerwork in the Settlement Orissa. They extend from 7 in the morning till 

rap 12 in the night with very short intervals of 
rest. This mode of working tells hard upon the physique of the muharrirs, 
amins, tenants, landlords and others, who are in any way called upon to attend 
the Settlement Offices. The work itself is done in a bad way. 

55. The same paper objects to the transfer of the Cuttack Sadar police- 

: station from Kadamrasal to Chandnichouk, and 

—— Sadar points out that Kadamrasal is a more central and 

Se strategical point in so far as the circle of crime in 
the town is concerned. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


| Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 28th March 1896, 


